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H istory
� C op enh a gen Bol ogna  sem i na r,  Ma rc h  2 0 0 3
� Berl i n Bol ogna  C onf erenc e 2 0 0 3
� W G  on q u a l i f i c a t i ons f ra m ew ork  2 0 0 4
� C op enh a gen Bol ogna  sem i na r I I ,  J a nu a ry  2 0 0 5
� Bergen Bol ogna  C onf erenc e,  Ma y  2 0 0 5



Qualifications Framework:  
B erlin communiq ué
� Mem b er S t a t es t o el a b ora t e a  F ra m ew ork  
of  c om p a ra b l e a nd  c om p a t i b l e q u a l i f i c a t i ons 
f or t h ei r h i gh er ed u c a t i on sy st em s… . .

� E l a b ora t e a n ov era rc h i ng f ra m ew ork  of  
q u a l i f i c a t i ons f or t h e E H E A

� … . . S h ort er h i gh er ed u c a t i on… …
� P ersp ec t i v e of  L L L



B asic
� Q u a l i f i c a t i ons a re na t i ona l  a c c ord i ng t o 
na t i ona l  l egi sl a t i on

� Q u a l i f i c a t i ons a re a rt i c u l a t ed / l oc a t ed  i n 
na t i ona l  q u a l i f i c a t i ons f ra m ew ork s

� T h e 4 0  na t i ona l  f ra m ew ork s a re l i nk ed  
t oget h er t h rou gh  a n a l i gnm ent  t o a n 
ov era rc h i ng f ra m ew ork  of  t h e E H E A



N ational Qualifications Frameworks
� a l l  q u a l i f i c a t i ons
� sy st em a t i c  d esc ri p t i on
� c oh erent  rel a t i onsh i p
� i nt erna t i ona l l y  u nd erst ood



W hy  N ational Qualifications 
Frameworks
� Ma k e ex p l i c i t  t h e p u rp ose a nd  a i m  of  
q u a l i f i c a t i ons

� D el i nea t e p oi nt  of  i nt egra t i on a nd  ov erl a p
� P rov i d e a  c ont ex t  f or rev i ew  a nd  
d ev el op m ent  of  ex i st i ng q u a l i f i c a t i ons

� P rov i d e a  c ont ex t  f or t h e d esi gn of  new  
q u a l i f i c a t i ons



P rincip le elements
� L ea rni ng ou t c om es 
� C om p et enc es
� L ev el s
� C red i t s
� W ork l oa d
� P rof i l e



A d v ices
� T h e d ev el op m ent  a nd  rev i ew  p roc ess f or 
p rod u c i ng good  N Q F s a re m ost  ef f ec t i v e 
w h en t h ey  i nv ol v e a l l  rel ev a nt  st a k eh ol d ers

� A  N Q F  sh ou l d  i nd ent i f y a  c l ea r na t i ona l l y  
a greed  set  of  p u rp oses

� N Q F  sh ou l d  ex p l i c i t l y  l i nk  t o a c a d em i c  
st a nd a rd s a nd  t o q u a l i t y  a ssu ra nc e sy st em s 
( i nst i t u t i ona l / na t i ona l )



Framework for E H E A
� T h e E H E A  f ra m ew ork  i s a n ov era rc h i ng 
f ra m ew ork ;  a  m et a -f ra m ew ork  or a  
f ra m ew ork  f or f ra m ew ork s

� N ot  a l l  na t i ona l  q u a l i f i c a t i ons w i l l  c oresp ond
t o t h e c om p l et i on of  t h e m a j or c y c l es i n t h e 
ov era rc h i ng f ra m ew ork



W hy  ov erarching  framework ?
I nt erna t i ona l  t ra nsp a renc y
I nt erna t i ona l  rec ogni t i on of  q u a l i f i c a t i ons
I nt erna t i ona l  m ob i l i t y  of  l ea rners a nd  
gra d u a t es



H ow ov erarching  frameworks
C y c l es
D esc ri p t ors of  q u a l i f i c a t i ons a nd  l ea rni ng 
ou t c om es

C red i t  ra nges i n E C T S  



C y cles
T h ree p ri nc i p l e c y c l es:

First cycle (bachelor, licen cié etc. )
S econ d  cycle (m aster etc. )
T hird  cycle ( P h. D .  etc. )

A d d i t i ona l
S hort cycle (w ithin  or lin k ed  to the f irst cycle)



D escrip tors of q ualifications and  
learning  outcomes
D u b l i n d esc ri p t ors ( generi c )

K n ow led g e an d  u n d erstan d in g
ap p lyin g  k n ow led g e an d  u n d erstan d in g
m ak in g  j u d g em en ts
com m u n ication  sk ills
learn in g  sk ills

N ot  su b j ec t  sp ec i f i c



C red it rang es in E C TS
S h ort  c y c l e:  a p p rox .  12 0  E C T S
F i rst  c y c l e:  18 0 -2 4 0  E C T S
S ec ond  c y c l e:  9 0 -12 0  E C T S
T h i rd  c y c l e :  not  sp ec i f i ed



R ecommend ations and  
p rop osals
� T he E H E A  f ram ew ork  shou ld  con sist of  three m ain  
cycles, w ith ad d ition al p rov ision  f or a short cycle 
w ithin  or lin k ed  to the f irst cycle

� T he D u blin  d escrip tors are ad op ted  as the cycle 
d escrip tors

� G u id elin es f or the ran g e of  E C T S  associated   w it the 
com p letion  of  each cycle

� R esp on sibility f or the m ain ten an ce an d  d ev elop m en t 
of  the f ram ew ork  rests w ith B FU G



A lig nment of N QF to the E H E A -
framework
� N o ex t erna l  c ont rol  b u t  t ru st  b u i l d i ng
� Mi ni m u m  c ri t eri a  f or t h e v eri f i c a t i on t h a t  a  
N Q F  a re c om p a t i b l e w i t h  t h e E H E A  
f ra m ew ork

� P roc ed u res f or sel f -c ert i f i c a t i on of  
c om p a t i b i l i t y

� R ol e of  Q u a l i t y  A ssu ra nc e



C riteria for v erification 1
� T he N Q F an d  the bod y/ bod ies resp on sible f or its 
d ev elop m en t are d esig n ated  by the n ation al 
m in istry f or H E

� T here is a clear an d  d em on strable lin k  betw een  the 
q u alif ication s in  the N F an d  the cycle q u alif ication  
d escrip tors of  the E u rop ean  f ram ew ork

� T he N F an d  its q u alif ication s are d em on strably bases 
on  learn in g  ou tcom es an d  the q u alif ication s are 
lin k ed  to E C T S  cred its



C riteria for v erification 2
� T he p roced u res f or in clu sion  of  q u alif ication s in  the 
N F is tran sp aren t

� T he N Q A  f or H E  ref er to the N Q F an d  are con sisten t 
w ith the B erlin  com m u n iq u é  an d  an y su bseq u en t 
com m u n iq u é s ag reed  by m in isters in  the B olog n a 
P rocess

� D S
� T he resp on sibilities of  the d om estic p arties to the N F 
are clearly d eterm in ed  an d  p u blished



P roced ures for self-certification 1
� T h e c om p et ent  na t i ona l  b od y / b od i es sh a l l  
sel f -c ert i f y  t h e c om p a t i b i l i t y  of  t h e N F  w i t h  
t h e E u rop ea n f ra m ew ork

� T h e sel f -c ert i f i c a t i on p roc ess sh a l l  i nc l u d e 
t h e st a t ed  a greem ent s of  t h e Q A -b od i es of  
t h e c ou nt ry  i n q u est i on rec ogni sed  t h rou gh  
t h e Bol ogna  P roc ess

� T h e sel f -c ert i f i c a t i on p roc ess sh a l l  i nv ol v e 
i nt erna t i ona l  ex p ert s



P roced ures for self-certification 2
� T he self -certif ication  an d  the ev id en ce su p p ortin g  it 
shall be p u blished  an d  shall ad d ress sep arately 
eacht of  the criteria set ou t

� E N I C / N A R I C  shall m ain tain  a p u blic listin g  of  S tates 
that hav e com p leted  the self -certif ication  p rocess

� D S
� A ll sig n atories w ill com p lete the self -certif ication  
p rocess 2 0 1 0



N QF and  transp arency  instruments
P u rp oses:
� I m p rov e t h e na t i ona l  a nd  i nt erna t i ona l  
rec ogni t i on of  q u a l i f i c a t i ons

� A d v a nc e t ra nsp a renc y
� I m p rov e t h e m ob i l i t y  of  q u a l i f i ed  c i t i z ens



D ip loma S up p lement
� D S  w i l l  b e a b l e t o l oc a t e q u a l i f i c a t i ons 
a ga i nst  p rec i se na t i ona l  a nd  E u rop ea n 
f ra m ew ork s

� T h e na t i ona l  f ra m ew ork  sh a l l  b e ref erenc ed  
i n a l l  D S

� T h e c om p l et i on of  t h e sel f -c ert i f i c a t i on 
p roc ess sh a l l  b e not ed  on D S  i ssu ed  
su b seq u ent l y



L ifelong  learning  p ersp ectiv e
� F oc u s on t h e i nd i v i d u a l  l ea rner
� C h a l l enge t h e t ra d i t i ona l  b ou nd a ri es 
b et w een d i f f erent  ed u c a t i on sec t ors

� S i m i l a r d ev el op m ent s i n Bol ogna  a nd  
C op enh a gen P roc esses

� L i sb on st ra t egy
� E u rop ea n C om m i ssi on p l a ns f or a  
c om p reh ensi v e E Q F



E U -C ommission G roup  p rop osal
� 8  l ev el s
� L ev el  d esc ri p t ors
� C red i t s
� Q A



E U -C ommission G roup  p rop osal
L ev el s a nd  l ev el  d esc ri p t ors
� 1-2  S c h ool  l ea v i ng
� 3-4  V oc a t i ona l  ed u c a t i on a nd  t ra i ni ng
� 5-8  H i gh er E d u c a t i on,  m ost l y



E U -C ommission G roup  p rop osal
C red i t s
� E C T S  i n op era t i on
� E C V E T  u nd er c onst ru c t i on


