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Introduction: The research context at UCL Laws 

UCL Laws position as a world-le ading  law sc h ool h as re c e ntly  b e e n c onf irm e d b y  th e  UK  g ov e rnm e nt D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 8  R e se arc h  A sse ssm e nt E x e rc ise  ( R A E ) :
� UCL Laws  is placed joint 1st in the UK for the proportion of its research activ ity  in the top tw o star categ ories ( 7 5 %  4 * / 3 * - w orl d -l ead ing  and  international l y  ex cel l ent research)  
� UCL r ises to 4 th in the 2 0 10  Univ er sity  W or ld R ank ing s b y  the T im es H ig her E d u cation Q S  W orl d  U niv ersity  R ank ing s

� a su b stantial and inte lle c tu ally  strong  c om m u nity  of  re se arc h e rs is at  th e  c ore  of  a top rank ing  Law F ac u lty  su c h  as at UCL 
� O u r strate g y  in re spe c t of  re se arc h  is:  

� to attr act top f lig ht stu dents from  arou nd  the w orl d
� to prov id e a f ir st class r esear ch env ir onm ent ,  b oth intel l ectu al  and  phy sical ,  com m ensu rate w ith the statu s of U C L  as a top 5  g l ob al  institu tion.  
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LLB  R E S E A R CH  E S S A Y  A T UCL LA W S  

� Every final year student MUST sub m it a R esearc h  Essay.
� I t c o unts as a f u l l -c o u r s e  fo r final c lassific atio n.  
� T h e essay is to  b e o n a to p ic  to  b e c h o sen in c o nsultatio n w ith  an ap p o inted sup erviso r b efo re th e end o f T erm  1 .  
� I t m ust b e sub m itted at th e start o f T erm  3 .  
� T h e sup erviso r dec ides w h eth er to  p ro vide sem inar-b ased sup ervisio n o r individual sup ervisio n.  
� I t is up  to  th e student to  m eet th e deadlines set o ut in th e c h art and arrang e m eeting s w ith  th e sup erviso r.
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Faculty Office allocates students to supervisors and publishes 
allocation of topics and supervisors.

2 6  to 3 0  October

E ach student m eets their supervisor once to:
•ag ree essay title and chapter heading s
•receive g uidance on reading
•ag ree dates for the subm ission of draft m aterial for feedback  from  
the supervisor
•ag ree dates for feedback

2  to 6  N ovem ber

S tudents to hand in their essay choice form s,  g iving  first and second 
choices of supervisor/ topic.

Friday,  2 3  October

S upervisors m eet students individually or in g roups to discuss 
possible topics.  I f a supervisor has not advertised in advance w hen 
he or she w ill be available to see students it is up to the student to 
arrang e to see the supervisor.  A t the m eeting ,  the student should 
have a fairly firm  idea of the topic for the essay.  T he student should 
ask  the supervisor w hether he or she w ill ag ree to supervise and if 
so to sig n the essay choice form .

5  to 1 6  October

I n t r o d u c t o r y  L e c t u r eT h u r s d a y ,  1  O c t o b e r  
Arrangements for choice of essay topic and supervisionT E R M  1
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B y the end of T erm  2 ,  you should have substantially com pleted your 
essay.  N o feedback  w ill be g iven in vacation.  

V acation

Submit essays .  
H ard copy to the U G  Faculty Office,  and electronically via T urnI tI n,  

T E R M  3
T hursday,  2 9  A pril

I n d iv id ual  sup er v isio n : students m ay subm it second draft of up to 
3 , 0 0 0  w ords to supervisor by ag reed date for feedback  and 
supervisor either m eets student to g ive feedback  on the draft or
g ives feedback  by em ail.  

L ate February or
early M arch

Semin ar -based  sup er v isio n : students to subm it draft of up to 
3 , 0 0 0  w ords for feedback  on ag reed date and supervisor either 
m eets student to g ive feedback  on the draft or g ives feedback  by
em ail.  

B y E nd of February

I n d iv id ual  sup er v isio n : the student w ill be entitled to subm it tw o 
drafts of up to 3 , 0 0 0  w ords to the supervisor,  each subm ission to be 
follow ed by either a one-to-one m eeting  for feedback  or an em ail 
response by the supervisor w ith feedback .  I t is up to the student to 
subm it the drafts on the ag reed dates,  and to approach the 
supervisor to arrang e the feedback  m eeting s in accordance w ith the 
ag reem ent betw een them .

B e f o r e  R e a d i n g  W e e k
W riting of essays,  feedb ack  on draft materialT E R M  2
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R esearch E ssay s LLB  ( LA W S 3 0 1 5 )

� W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  L L B  R e s e a r c h  E s s a y  w e b s i t e
T h is site c o ntains info rm atio n relating  to  th e p ro c edures fo r w riting  th e L L B  R esearc h  Essay.  

� N e ws f oru m
� W h at doe s re ading  law do f or y ou ?  W ord doc u m e nt
� H ow to write  y ou r LLB  R e se arc h  D isse rtation W ord doc u m e nt
� P e naltie s f or late  or ov e r-le ng th  e ssay s P D F  doc u m e nt
� R e se arc h  E ssay  S u pe rv isors and T opic s f or 2 0 0 9 -1 0  W ord   doc u m e nt
� T im e tab le  Ch art f or 2 0 0 9 -1 0  W ord doc u m e nt
� E ssay  Ch oic e  F orm  W ord doc u m e nt
� S u pe rv ision R e c ord F orm  W ord doc u m e nt
� 2 0 0 9 / 2 0 1 0  R e se arc h  E ssay  S u pe rv isor A lloc ations
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LLM  D issertation O v erv iew
E x t ract s  f ro m  ‘D is s ert at io n H and b o o k  2010’

� T he d issertation is a com pu l sory  el em ent of y ou r L L M  prog ram m e and  m ak es u p 4 5  cred its ( eq u iv al ent to a fu l l  cou rse)  of the 1 8 0  cred its req u ired  for an L L M  aw ard .  
� T his hand b ook  is d esig ned  to g u id e y ou  throu g h the pl anning  and  w riting  of y ou r d issertation.
� I f y ou  hav e prev iou sl y  not had  the opportu nity  to prod u ce a researched  paper of som e l eng th,  y ou  w il l  find  this hand b ook  particu l arl y  u sefu l .
� T he d issertation is m ore l ik e a ‘seen ex am ination’ or an ex tend ed  piece of cou rsew ork  than the sort of thesis containing  orig inal  id eas that a d octoral  stu d ent is ex pected  to su b m it; al thou g h this is not to d iscou rag e L L M  stu d ents from  orig inal  id eas.  
� T he d issertation shou l d  show  that y ou  hav e id entified  and  u nd erstood  the k ey  issu es in the sel ected  topic and  the rel ev ant l aw  and  l iteratu re ( b ook s,  articl es,  reform  proposal s,  etc. ) ,  and  that y ou  hav e a capacity  for critical  anal y sis.
� T he d issertation m u st orig inate in issu es raised  b y  the cou rse( s)  y ou  sel ected  and  stu d ied  as y ou r d issertation cou rse( s) .  Y ou  are ex pected  to fol l ow  that cou rse in the norm al  w ay  b ecau se,  al thou g h the d issertation m ay  focu s on a rel ativ el y  narrow  part of the cou rse,  a g ood  u nd erstand ing  of the b road er contex t w il l  im prov e the q u al ity  of the finished  w ork .
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E x t ract s  f ro m  ‘D is s ert at io n H and b o o k  2010’- 2

� The word limit for the dissertation is 12,000 words, which includes all ap p endices and endnotes/ footnotes b ut not the b ib liog rap hy .
� S tudents at master' s lev el are ex p ected to acq uire adv anced research and writing  sk ills.  The b est way  to acq uire these sk ills is to eng ag e in the task :

$ read contex tually  and sp ecifically  on y our top ic;
$ think  ab out y our arg uments;
$ consider the p ub lished v iewp oints of others, who may  hav e
addressed some p art of y our top ic;

$ q uestion ev ery thing ;
$ and write.

� E x p ect to g o throug h more than one draft.  E v en the most ex p erienced leg al commentators will g o throug h many  drafts of a p ap er b efore it is ready  to b e shared with others.
� A b ov e all, the dissertation should b e an enj oy ab le, challeng ing  ex ercise.
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W hat is  a P h. d ?  
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P H . D  R E S E A R CH  S E M IN A R  P R O G R A M M E

T he fol l ow ing  is a prog ram m e of sem inars d esig ned  for research stu d ents.  
T he aim s of the prog ram m e are to:  

� prov id e research stu d ents w ith a g eneral  cou rse in l eg al  research m ethod s,  as w el l  as a m ore tail ored  approach,  d epend ing  u pon the stag e of research reached  and  the m ethod s ad opted ;
� prov id e an ad v anced  cou rse in em pirical  l eg al  m ethod s;
� offer  insig hts into im portant ‘intel l ectu al  cu rrents’ throu g h a series of sem inars ex pl oring  k ey  think ers and  theories;
� encou rag e stu d ents to participate activ el y  in the research stu d ents’ foru m ;
� prov id e a d rop-in ‘m ethod s cl inic’;
� g iv e practical  inform ation and  ad v ice at al l  stag es of the P hD  process –g etting  started ,  b u il d ing  the research proj ect,  u pg rad e from  M P hil  to P hD ,  P hD  ex am ination,  d issem inating  one’s research and  career pl anning  d u ring  the d octorate,  and  post-d octoral  research opportu nities.
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FIRST YEAR PROGRAMME

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  P h D  l i f e
T h e aim  o f th ese sem inars is to  intro duc e researc h  students to  ac adem ic  life in th e F ac ulty o f L aw s and p ro vide so m e stim ulating  reflec tio n o n starting  th e P h D  p ro c ess.  

� Se m i n a r  1  ( Th u r s d a y  8  O c t o b e r ) :  W h a t  i s  a  L a w  P h D ?   
W h at to  ex p ec t;  intro duc tio n to  th e researc h  studies team  and researc h  students’ fo rum  ( P lease no te th is sessio n  w ill tak e p lac e as p art o f th e researc h  students’ induc tio n day)

� Se m i n a r  2  ( Tu e s d a y  1 3  O c t o b e r ) : G e t t i n g  St a r t e d   
literature review ,  researc h  q uestio ns and fo c al th eo ries;  h o ning  yo ur researc h  p ro p o sal and fram ing  yo ur th esis;  th e researc h  and w riting  p ro c ess,  starting  yo ur researc h  lo g  ( J H ) .   
P le ase  re ad H .  K ritz e r,  ‘R e se arc h  is a M e ssy  B u sine ss’ ( Ch .  2 3  of   S .  H alliday  and P .  S c h m idt,  Conducting Law and Society R es ear ch :  R ef l ections  on M eth ods  and P r actice ( CUP ,  2 0 0 9 ) ,  pp.  2 6 4 -2 8 5 ) .  
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B uil ding  y our research p roj ect

T h is aim  of  th is se t of  se m inars is to introdu c e  re se arc h  stu de nts to som e  of  th e  m ain re se arc h  m e th odolog ie s and re se arc h  de sig ns,  and to disc u ss th e ir appropriate ne ss f or indiv idu al re se arc h  q u e stions.   T h e  adv anc e d c ou rse  in e m piric al le g al 
m e th ods prov ide s a m ore  tailore d approac h .

� Seminar 3 (27 October): Structuring your thesis: m ac ro and m ic ro approac h e s ( J H )  
P le ase  re ad:  P .  D u nle av y ,  A uth or ing a P h D ,  Ch s.  3  and 4  ( pp.  4 3 -1 0 3 )  ( J ane  H olde r) .

� Seminar 4  (1 7 N ov ember): I ntrod uction to M ethod s I  ‘arm c h air v s we llie s’;   soc ial re se arc h  m e th ods – th e  natu re  and v alu e  of  q u antitativ e  and q u alitativ e  re se arc h  ( P rof e ssor P asc oeP le ase nc e )
� Seminar 5  (1  D ecember): I ntrod uction to M ethod s I I  soc ial re se arc h  de sig n;  apply ing  th e ory  to re se arc h  q u e stions ( P asc oe  P le ase nc e )
� Seminars 6  and  7 (1 2 J anuary and  1 9  J anuary):  A d v anced  course in emp irical  l egal  method s ( P asc oe  P le ase nc e )
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I n t e l l e c t u a l  c u rre n t s

T h e  aim  of  th is se t of  se m inars is to prov ide  a ‘way  in’ to inf lu e ntial th e orie s and inte lle c tu al c u rre nts.   A v ailab le  g e ne rally  to m e m b e rs of  th e  F ac u lty  as we ll as re se arc h  stu de nts,  th e  se m inar le ade r will prov ide  a g u ide  to k e y  work s in e ac h  are a.
� S em inar 8  ( 2 6  J anu ary ) :  Law and D ar winism ( P rofessor D aw n O l iv er)
� S em inar 9  ( 2  F eb ru ary ) :  F em inist theor ies 
� S em inar 1 0  ( 9  F eb ru ary ) :  S y stem s,  com m u nication and au topoiesis theor ies ( L u hm ann,  H ab erm as,  T eu b ner)  ( A nd reas P hil ipopou l os-M ihal opou l os,  U niv ersity  of W estm inster)
� S em inar 1 1  ( 1 6  F eb ru ary ) :  Law and ( N ew)  G ov er nance ( P rofessor J oanne S cott)
� S em inar 1 2  ( 2 3  F eb ru ary ) :  E colog ical theor ies ( J ane H ol d er)
� S em inar 1 3  ( 2  M arch) :  Cr im inolog y
� S em inar 1 4  ( 9  M arch)  B entham ( ism ) ( P rofessor P hil ip S chofiel d )
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S E CO N D  Y E A R  R E S E A R CH  S TUD E N TS   
F urther dim ensions of  research

� Seminar 1  (6  October): I nterd iscip l inary research and  ‘L aw  
in C ontex t’: th e  j oy s and dang e rs ( J ane  H olde r) .   
P le ase  re ad L.  Lattu c a,  Cr eating I nter dis cip l inar ity ( V ande rb u ilt 
UP ,  2 0 0 1 )  c h .  1 .

� Seminar 2 (20  October): C ase stud y ap p roaches ( J ane  
H olde r)  P le ase  re ad th e  c lassic  work  in th is are a,  ‘C.  M itc h e ll,  
‘Case  and S itu ation A naly sis’ ( 1 9 8 3 )  Sociol ogical  R ev iew 1 8 8 .

� Seminar 3 (3 N ov ember): D issemination: pu b lish ing  y ou r 
re se arc h  in j ou rnals ( J ane  H olde r)

� A N D  R esearch method ol ogy ‘cl inic’ (3 N ov ember ,  1 2 . 3 0 -
2 . 0 0 pm )   ( J ane  H olde r and P asc oe  P le ase nc e )
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LSE100 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i n g s  
l aunched on M onday  1 1  J anuary  2 0 1 0 .  

� I n n o v ativ e an d  in ter d isc ip l in ar y 

L S E 1 0 0  is an innovative new  course aim ed at introducing  first year underg raduates to 
the fundam ental elem ents of think ing  as a social scientist by ex ploring  real problem s 
and real q uestions,  draw ing  on a rang e of disciplines across the social sciences.  

T his distinctive course w ill actively challeng e students to analyse q uestions of current 
public concern and of intellectual debate from  a rig orous social science perspective.  

� B r o ad en in g  th e in tel l ec tual  ex p er ien c e 

Focusing  on ' big '  q uestions – such as ' H ow  should w e m anag e clim ate chang e? ' ,  
' D oes culture m atter? '  and ' W hy are g reat events so difficult to predict? '  – students 
w ill ex plore the different types of evidence,  alternative form s of ex planation and 
different strateg ies for abstraction and m odelling  that are used in the different social 
sciences.  

I n this w ay,  the course aim s not only to broaden the intellectual ex perience of 
underg raduates at the S chool,  but also thereby to deepen students'  understanding  of 
their ow n discipline.  
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L S E 100

� D ev el op ing critical  sk il l s 
T he course also helps students develop the c r itic al  sk il l s that underpin the 
study and application of the social sciences.  

Stud en ts w il l  l ear n  r esear c h  sk il l s,  in c l ud in g  in f o r matio n  sk il l s an d  an al ysis o f  ev id en c e,  an d  c o mmun ic atio n  sk il l s,  in c l ud in g  bo th  
w r itin g  an d  p r esen tatio n  sk il l s.

� L ead ing l ecturers,  chal l enging cl asses 
A m ong  the lecturers in the first term  w ill be P rofessors N icholas S tern,  R ita 
A stuti and M ichael C ox .  

W hile the topics of the three-w eek  m odules w ill be broad-rang ing ,  the 
classes all follow  a sim ilar form at aim ed at developing  an understanding  of 
the core m ethodolog ical concepts of evidence,  ex planation and theory and 
at building  and reinforcing  critical research and com m unication sk ills.  

T he lectures and classes are carefully desig ned to be challeng ing  but,  at 
the sam e tim e,  accessible to students from  all back g rounds and disciplines.  

� Y ou  w il l  find  an ov erv iew  of the cou rse and  m ore d etail  on
http: / / www2 . lse. ac. u k / intr anet/ stu dents/ LS E 10 0 / H om e. aspx
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C onc lud ing  ob s er v ations  
� Concentrated effort to integrate research at all levels and

enhance research com p etences at U CL  L aw s 
� T ailored to fit in w ith the p articu lar dem ands of the L L B ,  

L L M  and P hD  p rogram m es
� E x cellent feedb ack  from  L L B  + L M M  stu dents +  generally

they  do w ell ( also enhance their fu tu re career)
� F ertile grou nd to identify / test:  

� fu tu re researchers ( esp .  L L M  stu dents) ;  
� ap p rop riate areas/ top ics  and su p ervisors 
� su itab ility  for condu cing research  
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